AMENDMENTS 



IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) In an intelligent switched telephone network having a 
plurality of Advanced Intelligent Network (AIN) components, a method for 
providing a usage pattern for a customer of a telecommunications system, the 
usage pattern providing historical information concerning the customer's use of 
the telecommunications system, the method comprising: 

communicating with a data network and receiving a query for the 
customer's usage pattern, the query originating from the customer using a 
computer device operating on the data network; 

acquiring the usage pattern from a database communicating with a service 
control point; 

causing the usage pattern to be communicated along the data network to 
the computer device; 

causing the historical information of the usage pattern to be compared 
with a predetermined billing plan^ ; and 

displaying unused minutes remaining in the predetermined billing plan on 
the computer device to control the use of the telecommunications system based 
on the unused minutes, 

whereby the customer uses the computer device to access the usage 
pattern and controls the use of the telecommunications system based on a 
comparison result . 

2. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises at least one of 
i) acquiring the usage pattern from a service control point operating on the 
telecommunications system and ii) acquiring the usage pattern from a database 
operating on the data network. 
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3. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises at least one of 
i) acquiring the number of telephone calls made by the customer and ii) acquiring 
the number of telephone calls received by the customer. 

4. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring at 
least one of i) a telephone number called by the customer, ii) a name of a party 
called by the customer, and iii) an address of the party called by the customer. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring at 
least one of i) a telephone number of a party placing a call to the customer, ii) a 
name of a calling party, and iii) an address of the calling party. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring 
information concerning at least one of i) a date of a telephone call made by the 
customer, ii) a time the telephone call was made by the customer, iii) a duration 
of the telephone call, and iv) information identifying the called party. 

7. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring 
information concerning at least one of i) a date of a telephone call received by the 
customer, ii) a time the telephone call was received by the customer, iii) a 
duration of the telephone call, and iv) information identifying the calling party. 

8. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring 
information concerning the identity of a calling party terminating a telephone call 
before the telephone call is answered. 
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9. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring at 
least one of i) total number of calls made during a chronological interval, ii) total 
number of calls made during a calendar interval, and iii) total number of calls 
made during a billing cycle. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring at 
least one of i) total number of calls received during a chronological interval, ii) 
total number of calls received during a calendar interval, and iii) total number of 
calls received during a billing cycle. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring at 
least one of i) billing information concerning a call made by the customer and ii) 
billing information concerning a call received by the customer. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, wherein the step of acquiring the usage pattern comprises acquiring 
information concerning unused minutes remaining in a billing cycle. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 1, further comprising verifying an identity of the customer to help ensure 
privacy of the usage pattern. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a usage pattern for a subscriber of 
a telecommunications system, the usage pattern providing information concerning 
the subscriber's use of the telecommunications system, the method comprising: 

communicating with a data network and receiving a query for the 
customer's usage pattern, the query originating from the customer using a 
computer device operating on the data network; 

verifying an identity of the customer to help ensure privacy of the usage 

pattern; 

acquiring the usage pattern, the usage pattern comprising at least one of 
the number of telephone calls made by the customer during a billing 
cycle, 

the number of telephone calls received by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

telephone numbers called by the customer during the billing cycle, 
telephone numbers calling the customer during the billing cycle, 
date of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing cycle, 
time of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing cycle, 
duration of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

identity of a calling party terminating a call before the customer answers 
the call, and 

the number of unused minutes remaining in the billing cycle; 

causing the usage pattern to be communicated along the data network to 
the computer device; and 

causing the acquired usage pattern to be compared with a predetermined 
billing plan of the billing cycle ; and 

displaying unused minutes remaining in the predetermined billing plan on 
the computer device to control the use of the telecommunications system based on 
the unused minutes, , 

whereby the customer uses the computer device to access the usage 
pattern and controls th e use of the t e lecommunications system based on a 
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comparison r e sult . 

15. (Currently Amended) In an intelligent switched telephone network having a 
plurality of Advanced Intelligent Network (AIN) components, a method for providing a 
usage pattern for a customer of a telecommunications system, the usage pattern providing 
historical information concerning the customer's use of the telecommunications system, 
the method comprising: 

receiving a query for the usage pattern, the query originating from a 
device communicating with the telecommunications system; 

causing the telecommunications system to acquire the usage pattern from 
at least one of i) a service control point and ii) a data network, the service control 
point operating on the telecommunications system and comprising the usage 
pattern for the customer, the data network communicating with the service control 
point and also comprising the usage pattern for the customer; 

causing the usage pattern to be routed along the telecommunications 
system to the device; and 

causing the historical information of the usage pattern to be compared with 
a predetermined billing plan ; and 

displaying unused minutes remaining in the predetermined billing plan on 
the device to control the use of the telecommunications system based on the 
unused minutes, 

whereby the customer uses the device to access the usage pattern-and 
controls th e use of the telecommunications system based on a comparison result . 

1 6. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, further comprising causing the usage pattern to be communicated from 
the data network to the telecommunications system. 
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17. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of receiving a query for the usage pattern comprises 
receiving the query from at least one of i) a wireless personal digital assistant 
communicating with the telecommunications system, ii) a wireless mobile 
telephone communicating with the telecommunications system, iii) a wireless 
pager communicating with the telecommunications system iv) and a wireless 
computer device communicating with the telecommunications system. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating at least one of i) the number of telephone calls made by the 
customer and ii) the number of telephone calls received by the customer. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating at least one of i) a telephone number called by the customer, ii) a 
name of a party called by the customer and iii) an address of the party called by 
the customer. 

20. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating at least one of i) a telephone number of a party placing a call to 
the customer, ii) a name of a calling party, and iii) an address of the calling party. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating information concerning at least one of i) a date of a telephone call 
made by the customer, ii) a time the telephone call was made by the customer, iii) 
a duration of the telephone call, and iv) information identifying the called party. 
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22. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating information concerning at least one of i) a date of a telephone call 
received by the customer, ii) a time the telephone call was received by the 
customer, iii) a duration of the telephone call, and iv) information identifying the 
calling party. 




23 . (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating information concerning the identity of a calling party terminating 
a telephone call before the customer answers the telephone call. 



24. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating at least one of i) total number of calls made during a 
chronological interval, ii) total number of calls made during a calendar interval, 
and iii) total number of calls made during a billing cycle. 

25. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating at least one of i) total number of calls received during a 
chronological interval, ii) total number of calls received during a calendar 
interval, and iii) total number of calls received during a billing cycle. 

26. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating at least one of i) billing information concerning a call made by the 
customer and ii) billing information concerning a call received by the customer. 
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27. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, wherein the step of causing the usage pattern to be routed comprises 
communicating information concerning unused minutes remaining in a billing 
cycle. 

28. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a usage pattern according to 
claim 15, further comprising verifying an identity of the customer to help ensure 
privacy of the usage pattern. 
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29. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a usage pattern for a customer of a 
telecommunications system, the usage pattern providing historical information 
concerning the customer's use of the telecommunications system, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a query for the usage pattern, the query originating from a 
device communicating with the telecommunications system; 

verifying an identity of the customer to help ensure privacy of the usage 

pattern; 

causing the telecommunications system to acquire the usage pattern for 
the customer, the usage pattern comprising at least one of 

the number of telephone calls made by the customer during a billing 
cycle, 

the number of telephone calls received by the customer during the 
billing cycle, 

telephone numbers called by the customer during the billing cycle, 
telephone numbers calling the customer during the billing cycle, 
date of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

time of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

duration of each telephone call made by the customer during the 
billing cycle, 

identity of a calling party terminating a call before the customer 
answers the call, and 

the number of unused minutes remaining in the billing cycle; 
causing the usage pattern to be routed along the telecommunications 
system to the device; aed 

causing the historical information of the usage pattern to be compared 
with a predetermined billing plan of the billing cycle ; and 

displaying unused minutes remaining in the predetermined billing plan on 
the device to control the use of the telecommunications system based on the 
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unused minutes , 

whereby the customer uses the device to access the usage pattern-af*d 
controls the use of the telecommunications system based on a comparison result . 

30. (Currently Amended) A method of acquiring a usage pattern for a customer of a 
telecommunications system, the usage pattern providing historical information 
concerning the customer's use of the telecommunications system, the method 
comprising: 

acquiring the usage pattern from at least one of i) the telecommunications 
system and ii) a data network, the usage pattern comprising at least one of 

the number of telephone calls made by the customer during a billing cycle, 
the number of telephone calls received by the customer during the billing 

cycle, 

telephone numbers called by the customer during the billing cycle, 
telephone numbers calling the customer during the billing cycle, 
date of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing cycle, 
time of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing cycle, 
duration of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

identity of a calling party terminating a call before the customer answers 
the call, and 

the number of unused minutes remaining in the billing cycle; 
displaying the acquired usage pattern via a user interface on a device; and 
comparing the historical information of the usage pattern with a 

predetermined billing plan of the billing cycle ; and 

displaying unused minutes remaining in the predetermined billing plan on the 

device to control the use of the telecommunications system based on the unused 

minutes , wherein the customer controls the use of the telecommunications system 

based on a comparison r e sult . 



BS00370 
BLL-0040 



11 



3 1 . (Previously Presented) A method of acquiring a usage pattern according to 
claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the acquired usage pattern comprises 
displaying the acquired usage pattern via a user interface on a device coupled to 
the telecommunications system. 

32. (Previously Presented) A method of acquiring a usage pattern according to 
claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the acquired usage pattern comprises 
displaying the acquired usage pattern via a user interface on a wireless 
communication device coupled to the telecommunications system. 

33. (Previously Presented) A method of acquiring a usage pattern according to 
claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the acquired usage pattern comprises 
displaying the acquired usage pattern via a user interface on a device coupled to 
the data network. 
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34. (Currently Amended) A system for providing a usage pattern for a customer of a 
telecommunications system, the usage pattern providing historical information 
concerning the customer's use of the telecommunications system, the system 
comprising: 

a database of usage patterns, each usage pattern comprising at least one of 
the number of telephone calls made by the customer during a billing 
cycle, 

the number of telephone calls received by the customer during the 
billing cycle, 

telephone numbers called by the customer during the billing cycle, 
telephone numbers calling the customer during the billing cycle, 
date of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

time of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

duration of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing 
cycle, 

identity of a calling party terminating a call before the customer answers 
the call, and 

the number of unused minutes remaining in the billing cycle; and 
a processor accessing the database of usage patterns, acquiring the usage 
pattern^ and— causing the historical information of the usage pattern to be 
compared with a predetermined billing plan of the billing cycle , and displaying 
unused minutes remaining in the predetermined billing plan to control the use of 
the telecommunications system based on the unused minutes , wherein the 
custom e r controls the use of the telecommunications syst e m based on a 
comparison r e sult . 
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35. (Currently Amended) A public switched telephone network for processing a 
telephone call, comprising the following Advanced Intelligent Network (AIN) 
component: 

a Service Control Point processing system for providing usage pattern service 
to a subscriber, the Service Control Point processing system comprising a 
processor accessing a database of usage patterns, each usage pattern comprising 
at least one of i) the number of telephone calls made by the customer during a 
billing cycle, ii) the number of telephone calls received by the customer during 
the billing cycle, iii) telephone numbers called by the customer during the billing 
cycle, iv) telephone numbers calling the customer during the billing cycle, v) date 
of each telephone call made by the customer during the billing cycle, vi) time of 
each telephone call made by the customer during the billing cycle, vii) duration of 
each telephone call made by the customer during the billing cycle, viii) identity of 
a calling party terminating a call before the customer answers the call, and ix) the 
number of unused minutes remaining in the billing cycle, 

wherein the subscriber controls a use of the telephone call by comparing 
information of the usage pattern is compared w ith a predetermined billing plan of 
the billing cycle and unused minutes remaining in the predetermined billing plan 
is displayed to the subscriber, thereby allowing the subscriber to control a use of 
the telephone call . 

36. (New) A method for providing a usage pattern according to claim 1, further 
comprising allowing the customer to learn an identity of an unrecognized telephone 
number placing a call to the customer, thereby preventing the customer from calling a 
service provide to learn the identity of the unrecognized telephone number. 
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If there are any charges with respect to this response or otherwise, please charge 
them to Deposit Account 06-1 130 maintained by Applicant's attorneys. 



Respectfully submitted, 




David A. Fox 
Registration No. 38,807 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 Griffin Road South 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-0115 
Customer No. 36192 



Date: February 25, 2004 
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